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meeting should have a brilliant setting. Ludwig had by this time
returned from Switzerland. Private information about the
difficulties which had arisen for Napoleon in Spain made a deep
impression upon him. It seemed as if the dawn were approaching.
Ludwig's hatred for the arrogant Corsican and his sorrow for the
yoke imposed upon his country grew deeper.

The thought that Bavarian troops might be employed against
Spain was unbearable to Ludwig. He told his entourage that he
would publicly oppose any such demand by Napoleon and do
his utmost to prevent it. Count Stadion, the Minister of the
Emperor Francis, watched the Crown Prince's moods closely, as
he observed that Ludwig's ideas were entirely in conformity with
those of Wrede, the foremost Bavarian General. The Austrian
therefore resolved to visit Ludwig and find out from him personally
his opinion of the situation. On the I4th of September the
Minister was received in audience. The situation in Spain was
immediately discussed.

'Shall we be able to remain at peace?' the Crown Prince asked
the Minister, who evaded a direct answer by discussing generalities.

'In any case/ continued the Crown Prince, 'you would do well
to strengthen . . . your fighting forces. You can do it on your
own system. The position of our country is much less fortunate in
that respect. We are forced by foreign command to produce
armaments, and this is ruining us. God alone knows what still
awaits us. It is well known that I would rather fight against the
French than for them, but no one asks my opinion and it is not
for me to express it. We are in such a dependent position that we
have to march against all and sundry as we are ordered. If only
Napoleon could be overthrown in Spain so that we could all feel
free again! Oh, what a year of misfortune was 1805! You know
that I was not in favour of espousing that cause . . . however,
the thing was done and we cannot escape the consequences. God
grant that we may be able to remain at peace. We must not be
enemies and I hope that you will not regard us as such.'1

Stadion left the Palace very well satisfied. He believed that
the Crown Prince had in no way misled him and that he had spoken
with his well-known candour, particularly as Ludwig became
heated and his expression betrayed his inward emotion and his
desire to confide in someone. The Minister resolved therefore to

1 Graf Friedrich Stadion to Vienna, Munich, 13th and 20th September, 1808.
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